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" during my government." This was gratefully acknowledged
by the people, who blessed him for it. He would have been
within his rights, and they would have excused him had he
done it, as the object was to keep out their enemies, and he
could have replenished his Treasury in this way. But God
had disposed him to do good, and he will reap his reward for
this hereafter.

[85] On the same day it was reported that the Sultan had
sent to tell the adherents of Mu'ayyed and Mansur, and the
Anms who were in Egypt to make preparations and to set
forth on the expedition, any man who did not go was to send
a substitute. It was said that some of the executive officials,
servants, and eunuchs were charged to provide a considerable
sum of money to help the Sultan. He at once set about the
sale of clothing, arms, provisions, woollen stuffs, furs,
sables, Ba'lbec coats, and other things. He also took
some money from the Sultan al-Ghuri's son with which to
provide pay.

It was reported that the Sultan sent some of the court
officials to Atabek Kit al-Kahbi to escort him from the
fortress of Alexandria to that of Damietta. He also sent
imperial instructions to Zahir Kansuh, at the fortress of
Alexandria, that he was to reside in the palace of al-Malik
al-Mu'ayyed at Alexandria, that he was to ride to the mosque,
and celebrate the Friday prayers with the people, and to make
excursions in the direction of the gardens of Alexandria.

On Friday, the 25th, Amir Khair Bey, Architect, one of the
chief Amirs, with Amir Ezbek, the Gunner, left for the
expedition with the usual military procession.

On Saturday, the 26th, the troops went up for an inspection
parade, but none of the chief Amirs paraded, and the Sultan
concealed himself in Dahlshah; so the troops returned to their
homes after a fruitless errand.

On the same day the Sultan issued a proclamation forbidding
all excesses by the people, and that no Jew or Christian was
to sell wine, beer, or hashish, under penalty of being hanged